Journal to Stella

LETTER IX

her, it would vex me; and, besides, the days are short, and
why she cannot come early in a morning before she is
wanted, I cannot imagine. I will desire her to let lady
Giffard know that she hears I am in town, and she would
go to see me to enquire after you. I wonder she will con-
fine herself so much to that old Beast's humour. You
know I cannot in honour see lady Giffard, and conse-
quently not go into her house. This I think is enough for
the first time,
12. And how could you write with such thin paper ? (I
forgot to say this in my former.) Can't you get thicker?
Why, that's a common caution that writing masters give
their scholars; you must have heard it-a hundred times.
Tis this,
If paper be thin,
Ink will slip in;
But if it be thick,
You may write with a stick.w
I had a letter to-day from poor Mrs. Long, giving me an
account of her present life, obscure in a remote country
town, and how easy she is under it. Poor creature! 'tis
just such an alteration in life, as if Presto should be
banished from MD, and condemned to converse with
Mrs. Raymond. I dined to-day with Ford, sir Richard
Levinge,13 &c. at a place where they board, hard by. I
was lazy, and not very well, sitting so long with company
yesterday. I have been very busy writing this evening at
12 The rhymes which Swift passes off as old proverbs were,of his own
invention.
*3 Richard Levinge, called to the English Bar, and M/P. for Chester,
1690-2, went to Ireland, where he enjoyed a distinguished career. He
was successively M.P. for Blessington, Longford, and Kilkenny city. He
was Solicitor-General of Ireland 1690-5 and 1704-9; Speaker of the
Irish House of Commons 1692-5; Attorney-General 1711-14; Lord
Chief Justice of the Common Pleas 1720 to Ms death in 1724. He was
knighted in 1692, and created a baronet in 1704. See Historical Notices of
the Ltvinge Family, 1853, by Sir Richard Levinge, pp. 5-6; Ball, Judges
in Ireland, ii. 195-6; DJf.B.\ and Podts, p. 67 n.
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